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Federal Railroad Administration, DOT § 218.77

Subpart E—Protection of 
Occupied Camp Cars

SOURCE: 54 FR 39545, Sept. 27, 1989, unless 
otherwise noted.

§ 218.71 Purpose and scope. 
This subpart prescribes minimum re-

quirements governing protection of 
camp cars that house railroad employ-
ees. The rule does not apply to such 
cars while they are in a train.

§ 218.73 Warning signal display. 
(a) Warning signals, i.e., a white disk 

with the words ‘‘Occupied Camp Car’’ 
in black lettering during daylight 
hours and an illuminated white signal 
at night, displayed in accordance with 
§ 218.75, § 218.77, or § 218.79 signify that 
employees are in, around, or in the vi-
cinity of camp cars. Once the signals 
have been displayed— 

(1) The camp cars may not be moved 
for coupling to other rolling equipment 
or moved to another location; 

(2) Rolling equipment may not be 
placed on the same track so as to re-
duce or block the view of a warning 
signal; and 

(3) Rolling equipment may not pass a 
warning signal. 

(b) Warning signals indicating the 
presence of occupied camp cars, dis-
played in accordance with §§ 218.75 and 
218.79, shall be displayed by a des-
ignated occupant of the camp cars or 
that person’s immediate supervisor. 
The signal(s) shall be displayed as soon 
as such cars are placed on the track, 
and such signals may only be removed 
by those same individuals prior to the 
time the cars are moved to another lo-
cation.

§ 218.75 Methods of protection for 
camp cars. 

When camp cars requiring protection 
are on either main track or track other 
than main track: 

(a) A warning signal shall be dis-
played at or near each switch providing 
access to that track; 

(b) The person in charge of the camp 
car occupants shall immediately notify 
the person responsible for directing 
train movements on that portion of the 
railroad where the camp cars are being 
parked; 

(c) Once notified of the presence of 
camp cars and their location on main 
track or other than main track, the 
person responsible for directing train 
movements on that portion of the rail-
road where the camp cars are being 
parked shall take appropriate action to 
alert affected personnel to the presence 
of the cars; 

(d) Each manually operating switch 
providing access to track on which the 
camp cars are located shall be lined 
against movement to that track and 
secured with an effective locking de-
vice and spiked; and 

(e) Each remotely controlled switch 
providing access to the track on which 
the camp cars are located shall be pro-
tected in accordance with § 218.77.

§ 218.77 Remotely controlled switches. 
(a) After the operator of the remotely 

controlled switch is notified that a 
camp car is to be placed on a particular 
track, he shall line such switch against 
movement to that track and apply an 
effective locking device applied to the 
lever, button, or other device control-
ling the switch before informing the 
person in charge of the camp car occu-
pants that protection has been pro-
vided. 

(b) The operator may not remove the 
locking device until informed by the 
person in charge of the camp car occu-
pants that protection is no longer re-
quired. 

(c) The operator shall maintain for 15 
days a written record of each notifica-
tion that contains the following infor-
mation: 

(1) The name and craft of the em-
ployee in charge who provided the noti-
fication; 

(2) The number or other designation 
of the track involved; 

(3) The date and time the operator 
notified the employee in charge that 
protection had been provided in accord-
ance with paragraph (a) of this section; 
and 

(4) The date and time the operator 
was informed that the work had been 
completed, and the name and craft of 
the employee in charge who provided 
this information. 

(d) When occupied camp cars are 
parked on main track, a derail, capable 
of restricting access to that portion of 

VerDate 0ct<31>2002 08:18 Nov 29, 2002 Jkt 197203 PO 00000 Frm 00195 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\197203T.XXX 197203T



196

49 CFR Ch. II (10–1–02 Edition)§ 218.79

1 Except as provided for in § 218.57, a pen-
alty may be assessed against an individual 
only for a willful violation. The Adminis-
trator reserves the right to assess a penalty 
of up to $22,000 for any violation where the 
circumstances warrant. See 49 CFR part 209, 
appendix A.

the track on which such equipment is 
located, shall be positioned no less 
than 150 feet from the end of such 
equipment and locked in a derailing 
position with an effective locking de-
vice, and a warning signal must be dis-
played at the derail.

§ 218.79 Alternative methods of protec-
tion. 

Instead of providing protection for 
occupied camp cars in accordance with 
§ 218.75 or § 218.77, the following meth-
ods of protection may be used: 

(a) When occupied camp cars are on 
track other than main track: 

(1) A warning signal must be dis-
played at or near each switch providing 
access to or from the track; 

(2) Each switch providing entrance to 
or departure from the area must be 
lined against movement to the track 
and locked with an effective locking 
device; and 

(3) If the speed within this area is re-
stricted to not more than five miles per 
hour, a derail, capable of restricting 
access to that portion of track on 
which the camp cars are located, will 
fulfill the requirements of a manually 

operated switch in compliance with 
paragraph (a)(2) of this section when 
positioned at least 50 feet from the end 
of the camp cars to be protected by the 
warning signal, when locked in a de-
railing position with an effective lock-
ing device, and when a warning signal 
is displayed at the derail. 

(b) Except as provided in paragraph 
(a) of this section, when occupied camp 
cars are on track other than main 
track: 

(1) A derail, capable of restricting ac-
cess to that portion of the track on 
which such equipment is located, will 
fulfill the requirements of a manually 
operated switch when positioned no 
less than 150 feet from the end of such 
equipment; and 

(2) Each derail must be locked in a 
derailing position with an effective 
locking device and a warning signal 
must be displayed at each derail.

§ 218.80 Movement of occupied camp 
cars. 

Occupied cars may not be humped or 
flat switched unless coupled to a loco-
motive.

APPENDIX A TO PART 218—SCHEDULE OF CIVIL PENALTIES 1

Section Violation Willful viola-
tion 

Subpart B—Blue signal protection of workmen: 
218.22 Utility employees: 

(a) Employee qualifications ..................................................................................................... $5,000 $7,500
(b) Concurrent service ............................................................................................................ 5,000 7,500
(c) Assignment conditions.
(1) No controlling locomotive .................................................................................................. 5,000 7,500
(2) Empty cab ......................................................................................................................... 5,000 7,500
(3)(4) Improper communication .............................................................................................. 5,000 7,500
(5) Performing functions not listed .......................................................................................... 2,000 4,000
(d) Improper release of utility employee ................................................................................. 2,000 4,000
(f) More than three utility employees with one crew .............................................................. 2,000 4,000

218.23 Blue signal display 5,000 7,500
218.24 One-person crew: 

(a)(1) Equipment not coupled or insufficiently separated ....................................................... 2,000 4,000
(a)(2) Unoccupied locomotive cab not secured ...................................................................... 5,000 7,500
(b) Helper service ................................................................................................................... 2,000 4,000

218.25 Workmen on a main track 5,000 7,500
218.27 Workmen on track other than main track: 

(a) Protection provided except that signal not displayed at switch ........................................ 2,000 4,000
(b) through (e) ......................................................................................................................... 5,000 7,500

218.29 Alternate methods of protection: 
(a)(1) protection provided except that signal not displayed at switch .................................... 2,000 4,000
(a)(2) through (a)(8) ................................................................................................................ 5,000 7,500
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